SUMMARY A retrospective assessment of 159 female patients who had undergone proctoscopy was carried out between January and September 1977. One hundred-and twenty-seven (80070) were known contacts of gonorrhoea; of these, 63 (4966%) were found to be infected with Neisseria gonorrhoeae. Of these, 29 (46%7o) harboured gonococci in the rectum as well as in the urethra and cervix while four (63 3%) harboured gonococci only in the rectum. Gram-stained smears gave positive results in only 12 of the 29 cases of rectal gonorrhoea, which indicates the importance of culturing rectal material. It is recommended that the management of anorectal gonorrhoea should be similar to that already established for urogenital infection.
Introduction
Anorectal gonorrhoea in women is an important and probably underdiagnosed disease. It Valerie A Stansfield 127 (80%) were contacts of confirmed cases of gonorrhoea, and 63 (49 6%) had gonococci at one or more of three sites (table I) . Of these, rectal infection was found in 29 (467o) and infection of the rectum alone in four (6 3%) (table II) . Four patients harboured gonococci only in the rectum. If proctoscopy had not been carried out in these cases, the patients would have been considered free of infection.. Only two of the 29 patients with rectal gonorrhoea had rectal symptoms and in only four proctoscopic examinations was any mucopus seen in the rectum. The patients' symptoms were anal irritation and pain on defecation.
The overall incidence of trichomoniasis (17-5%) and the similar incidence (17-2%) in patients with gonorrhoea affecting the rectum compare with an overall incidence of 19% found by Erikkson and Wanger6 in their study on infections concurrent with gonorrhoea. How infection reaches the rectum in these patients who deny anorectal contact is still uncertain, but it seems reasonable that patients with the profuse watery vaginal discharge associated with trichomonal infection are at greater risk of urogenital gonorrhoea spreading to the rectum, as suggested by King.7 In this clinic, patients with urogenital gonorrhoea are discharged after treatment 
